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no time to pay money " l, the West Riding clothiers hastened
to lay their grievances before the House of Lords, explaining
that they were " too poor to go forward with their trade
unless their stock is bought up weekly " 2. None the less
they were not wage-earners, for they sold the product of
their labour and not the labour itself. They owned the raw
material, and in their own houses, assisted by their wives,
children and journeymen, worked it up through all the
different stages for sale in open market3.
The number of looms owned by a working clothier varied
according to circumstances. Formerly " he was thought to
be a very considerable manufacturer that had two looms;
there were few that had two; I do not know of one
that exceeded the number thirty years ago (1776) when I
wrought in a loom " 4. The space of a generation witnessed
a marked advance: by the close of the eighteenth century
two looms had become the minimum, and some clothiers
employed three or more5. The Yorkshire clothier, unlike
the West Country clothier, was himself a workman and wove
in the loom. He was sometimes helped by his wife and
children, sometimes also by apprentices and journeymen6.
Taking into account the variety of processes involved in the
woollen industry, it is obvious that no manufacturer of cloth
could dispense entirely with hired assistance. In early
times all the operations, carding, spinning, weaving and
dyeing, were carried on in the clothier's household, but as
the latter was seldom large enough to spin the quantity of
yarn required to feed two or more looms, the Yorkshire
clothier came to depend upon hired helpers in the same
way, though not to the same extent, as a West Country
clothier. At the end of the eighteenth century a domestic
manufacturer needed to employ, on an average, at least ten
persons7. The assistance which he utilized was provided
partly by apprentices, and partly by journeymen.
The working of the apprenticeship system can best be
studied in the North of England, for here the institution
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